Minutes 1867 by Phelps, A. A. & Mathews, Jas.
THE EARNEST �BRI8TIAH
.A J!\I.[ONTHLY �AGAZINE
DEYO'fED TO THI": SPREAD OF
EXPERIllIENT-'.L A�D PRlfTIf,lL I)IET}"
I� ALL·THEIR ])EPAHTMBXTS.
\Ye endeavor to hold up the Bihle stundard of relig,
ion; to lead the unsaved to the cross; ana to encourage
believers to claim all the grU('e Christ (lied to purchase
for them. Sin in all its popular forms will he discounte­
nsneed, and flWll pointed to HIM who carne to save his
people from their sins. Do yon believe i.n a thorough
work of God ? It holiness that does not, by silence, give
countenance to secret societies, conformity to tho world,
religious festivals, selling the 'fig!;t to 'worship God in
sanctuaries dedicated to 7Ii.« seroice ? Help spread it hy
extcndiug the circulntiou of the EARNES'f CHRISTIAN AND
GOWEN RnE. Befin. at once: If ever such a periodical
was needed, it is 110W. Yon cannot afford to do without.
it another year. Gt·t your friends to subscribe. \V(> ask,
beloved, your assistance in the unme of Jesu«.
Terms. $1,25 Per annum, in advance.
To nny one sending 11:':1 fivo new subscribers, we will
send It sixth number gratis, if they Rip:nir,· their desire
to have us do so.
Tho postage on this �Iagazille is three cents n quarter,
in adnmee-to 1)(' paid at tho offic(' whore received.
Adch'0l'lS





THE FREE }IETHODIST CHURCH
HELD AT PERRY, WYOMING CO., N. Y., SEPT: 26, 1867.
THE GENESEE CONFEItENCE of the Free Methodist Church,
met at Perry, Wyoming Co., N. Y., September 26th, 1867, at
9 o'clock, A. M.
In the absence of the Superintendent, Rev. A. Abell was
elected chairman, (pro tem).
Devotional exercises were conducted by Rev. A. F. Curry.
The roll was called, and seventeen of twenty-six preachers in
full connection, responded to their names. The delegates pre­
sented their certificates, and the Conference was duly organized.
Revs. A. A. Phelps and James Mathews were elected asso­
ciate Secretaries.
Rev. B. T. Roberts arrived, and took the chair.
COMMITTEES.
On, P.ublic Worship-H. Hornsby, T. B. Catton, G. W.
Humphrey.
On Missions-A. Abell, A. F. Curry, J. W .. Reddy, H.
Hornsby, C. D. Brooks, P. Van Zyle, C. H. Clements, Jesse
Monroe, T. Corliss.
On Claims-P. Van Zyle, W. Manning, G. W. Coleman.
On Sabbath Schools-L. F. Halsted. T. Sully, W. Jackson,
Loren Hill, S. H. Lowe.
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To Publish Minutes-A. A. Phelps, Jas. Mathews.
To Collect Funds for the same-Wm. Jones, David Hoy.
On Temperance-I. C. White, D. Tefft, G. W. Marcellus.
Publishing Committee-LeviWood, T. Corliss,B. T. Roberts.




1. What are the names of the Preachers and Delegates
having a seat in this Conference 1
Preachers-B. T. Roberts, Asa Abell, Levi Wood, J. W.
Reddy, A. F. Curry, J. C. Thomas, E. Herrick, A. G. Terry,
C. D. Brooks, n. Hornsby, A. A. Phelps, J. B. Freeland;
James Mathews,Wm. Jones, G. W. Hnmphrey, A. H. Greene,
O. O. Bacon, G. W. Marcellus, Wm. Manning, F. J. Ewel1,
W. Jackson, S. H. Lowe, J. W. McAlpine, G. W. Coleman, M.
E. Brown, I. C. White, M. Burritt, T. B. Catton, R. Abell •
.Delegates-Robert Kenyon, Loren Hill, A. W. Perry, Jesse
Monroe, George Steele, S. H. Gregory, Nelson Coe, Geo. H.
Goodenough, CornellWiltse, L. F. Halsted, Dewey Tefft, Abel
H. Skinner, C. H. Clement, W. H. Doyle, Thos. Sully, J.
Sherwood, 'T. Corliss, Abner Mallory, John Coleman, Martin
Seekins, Peter Van Zyle,:David Hoy, N. A. Bennett.
2. Who are the Stationing Committee 1
Rev. B. T. Roberts, Rev. A. Abell, Rev. A. F. Curry, Rev.
J. W. Reddy, Nelson Coe, T. Corliss, Martin Seekins, C. H.
Clement.
3. What Preachers are admitted on trial 1
John Robinson, Wm. R. Cusick.
4. Who remain on trial1
Melville Burrett, T. B. Catton, Robt. Abell.
5. Who are admitted into full connection 1
Godfrey Phillips, John A. Wilson.
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6. Who are the Deacons 1
I. C. White, M. E. Brown, Jas. McAlpine.
7. Who have been elected and ordained Elders this year 1
Geo. W. Coleman, S. H. Lowe, A. H. Greene.
S. Who have located this year �
None.
9. Who are the Superannuated Preachers 1
None.
10. Who have been expelled from the connection this yeat"
None.
11. Who have withdrawn from the connection this yead
None.
12. Are all the Preachers blameless in life and converse-
tion 1
Their characters were separately examined and passed.
13. Who have died this year 1
None.
14. What is the number of Church members, &c.
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uffalo, 70 16 86 1 1 60 $1500 $ 400 $7,000
lbion, 2� 1 221 3 1 $14.50 750 lo,eoo
owanda & Collins, 102 29 131
.
1 50 $12.81 15.86 450 6,000
endall, 82 10 92 1 6u 25.00 465 300
lden, Wales, Pratham, 5.on 1.00
and West Falls, 98 3 101 4 4 l'/(t 2.35 1,00 640
arma & Chili, 235 32 267 3 7 321 15.01) 64.61 1051! 13,500
kron, 63 5 68 1 25 3.09 5.00 450 1,000
Lockport, 60·18 77 1 2 70 5.00 400 6,000
Alleghany, 5" 6 56 1 30 318
Sweden & Brockport, 7(' 42 112 1 2 11.00 10.00 500
Yates & Carleton, 71 5 76 3 1 26 500 800
Rochester, 40 411 1
Belmont, &c., 35 5 4() 1 1 150
Java, 55 3 58 1 2 30 850 2,500
East Otto, 3il 1 81 1 2 42 3.50 350
Asbury, &c., 94 9 103 2 2 45 36.18 12.30 383.61 3,500
Cary, 26 11 37 1 1 50 244.67 1,21)0
Gainesville, 34 4 38 1 23 5.00 2110 2,600
Rushford, 9. 11
11°12
5 100 3.28 6.00 405
Perry, &c., 89 7 96 2 78 1.11 12.54 500 3,000
Pekin & Tonawanda, 31 9 40 2 301' 600









15. What amount has been collected for the superannuated
preachers, and the widows and orphans of preachers 1
$182.30.
16. How has it been applied �
$171.28 to Maria Stiles; and $11.02 to .J. B. Freeland.
17. Where are the preachers stationed this year 1
GENESEE DISTRICT-Au ADELL, Chairman.
Rochester,









Yates and Oerlton, J. W. MoALPINE.
Kendall, I. O. WmTE.
Holley and West Clarkson, E. HERRICK.
GermanMission, J. C. THOIUB.
BUFFALO DISTRICT-A. F. CURRY, Chairman.
Buffalo, To BE SUPPLIED.
Tonawanda and Pekin, C. D. BROOD.
Porter and Wilson, A. F. CURRY.
Akron, Cary and Shelby, G. W. eOLEMAN, J. ROBINSONa
Lockport and Pendleton, G. W. MARGELLUB.
WYOMING DIS fRICT-H. HORNSBY, Chairman.
Perry and Burke Hill, Jr. HOUSBY.
Wal�8, Porterville and Alden, WH; JONES.
West Falls, Pratham and Sardinia, WK. R. CUSIOK.
Ja.va and Attica, G. W. HUMPHREY.
LeRoy, Asbl1ry, Bethany, and Greigsville, T. B. CATTON.
lit. Morris and Groveland, J. W. REDDY.
Gainsville, GODFREY PHILLIPS.
ALLEGANY DISTRICT-F. J. EWELL,·Chairman.






Belmont, F. J. EWELL.
Rushford, Caseville and Caneadea, WH. JACKSON.
Eldred, To BE SUPPLIED.
LEVI WOOD, Conference Evangelist.
AsA. ABELL, Oonfereace Eva�gelist.
A. G. TERRY, Superannuated.
J. B. FREELAND, Transferred to Susquehanna Conference.
JOHN A. WILSON, Transferred to Mjchigan Conference.
18. Where and when shall our next Conference be held �





Whereas, We believe the using of alcoholic liquors as a beverage is a
sin, carrying in its train disease, disgrace, pauperism, death and eternal
ruin; Therefore,
Resoloed, 1. In view of the above, that we pledge ourselves as a people,
to raise our voice, not only against the use of intoxicating liq UOfS, but also
against raising barley or hops to carryon the nefarious traffic.
2. That we will use our influence against the abominations of drunken­
ness and everything leading thereto.
3. We will by voting and labor, do our utmost to secure the repeal of
all laws permitting the sale of intoxicating drinks as a beverage, and the
enactment of laws making their sale or use, (except for medicinal,




























1. We lament that our preachers should be compelled to report such
meagre sums at successive cenferences, In our judgment it does not
agree with the Scriptural idea of ministerial support.
2. We submit that a preacher ought not to be required to live on less
than it costs ordinary members having the same family to support.
3. We recommend that both preachers and laymen, read, mark,
inwardly digest, and carry out the disciplinary provisions in the matter,
as recorded in chapter 8, section 1; as also the section on the duties of
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stewards, believing that by so doing a better state of things will prevail
among us in future.
4. We recommend that our preachers speak at least once a year in every
society, on the Bible doctrine of Christian benevolence; keeping before
the minds of the people, that a Christian man's duty is not give for the
support of God's cause what he thinks he can afford, but to give as God
hath given him ability, which thing he promises to do on joining the
church. Adopted.
V-PUBLICATION REPORT.
Resolved, 1. We as a church need and must have for our increased per­
manence and usefulness, a stirring, fearless and true paper (weekly) which
shall be a fair and full exponent of our doctrine and polity as a church,
it is the full belief of your committee that such a sheet will do more,
much more to increase our power than most of our preachers and people
have hitherto been aware of, and that such a paper ought not to be
delayed longer than the first week in January next.
Resolved, 2. We as a Conference heartily approve the design of the last
General Conference to establish a weekly paper.
Resolved, 3, That as the General Conference financial plan has failed, if
the editor appointed by that body shall see his way clear to do so, and
shall see fit on his own responsibility to issue said paper, we as a Confer­
ence do hereby pledge ourselves severally and individually, if the general
character and tone thereof shall be in harmony with our doctrines and
discipline, to use our best endeavors to give it a rapid and wide circulation.
Resolved, 4, That a specimen number of said paper be issued as soon as
practicable, and sent to all our travelling preachers and others for them
to obtain subscribers so that we may have as full a subscriptlou list as
possible before issuing the first regular number in January, and that the
expense of the specimen number be paid out of the subscription money
thus obtained.
Resolved, 5, That these resolutions be transmitted to the Susquehanna
Conference at its ensuing session for its sanction and co-operation. Adopted
REPORT OF SUNDAY SCHOOL COMMITTEE.
It is gratifiying to observe an increased interest on the part of many of
our societies in the cause of Sabbath Schools. It is unwise to overlook
the children. They will soon become the nation and the church. The
weight of the world's responsibility will be on them. They will be its
Legislators, its Ministers, its Christians.
The Jesuits early in their history as an order recognized this fact, and
much of their success in the propagation of their tenets resulted from
sowing in their youthful minds their fatal doctrines. Shall the children
of this world, in their generation, be wiser in that respect than the child-
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ren of light? We believe not. But the children of this world are at
work. By song and story, by agument, wit and pleasure are they leading
the boys and girls in the ways of death. To assist in counteracting their
baneful influences, we respectfully recommend
1st. That an increased interest be manifested in the Sabbath School
cause by all the members of our church, old and young, ministers and
people.
2d. That the preacher or preachers on each circuit observe the disci­
plinary course in regard to Sunday Schools.
Bd, That every library be well stocked with sound and entertaining
books, entertaining, or the children will not read them, sound, or they
should not.
4th. That the children be instructed in singing; coming Methodists
should be singers, as have been those of the past.
5th. That preference be given to the publications of the Methodist book
concern, (over all others.) Adopted.
MISCELLANEOUS.
The Conference considered the question of publishing the
Minutes in connection with those of other conferences, and
unanimously agreed to do so.
On Thursday, Rev. A. F. Curry presented to A. A. Phelps,
in behalf of his friends at Pendleton, Dr. Adam Clarke's Com­
mentary on the New Testament.
The Conference elected an executive committee, according
to the provisions of the discipline, consisting of one preacher
and one layman. The ballot resulted in the election of Rev.
A. Abell, and W. H. Doyle.
The following resolution was passed by the Conference:
Resolved, That we, as a Conference of preachers and laymen,
repudiate the modern doctrines of the sleep of the soul, the
annihilation of the wicked, the fixing of the time of the second
corning of Christ, and, that the new birth means the resurrec­
tion of the body; and we counsel our people to have no fellow­
ship with any teaching these doctrines, but to stand by the old
paths, and hold to the doctrines of our church, as recorded in
our discipline, and standard Methodist works.
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Moved, That M. E. Brown's Chairman, and one whom he
may select, shall be authorized to examine him on the first
year's course of study, at the second general quarterly meeting
of the coming Conference year. Carried.
Rev. J. B. Freeland, at his own request, was made effective,
and transferred to the Susquehanna Conference. .
Rev. Harris Peck, Bethel Missionary in Buffalo, was elected
to the order ofdeacon, and then elder.
Moved, That we appropriate $500.00 to establish a freed­
man's mission in the South; and that Rev. John Glen andwife,
of Rose, Wayne Co., N. Y., be secured, if possible, to occupy
the field. Carried.
Rev. B.-T. Roberts, Rev. H. Hornsby, and L. F. Halstead
were appointed a committee to take charge of the aforesaid
mission.
SABBATH SERVICES.:_A general love feast at nine o'clock.
Preaching at half-past ten o'clock, A. M., by Rev. B. T. Roberts,
followed by the ordination of Harris Peck to deacon's orders.
Preaching at 2 o'clock, P. M, by Rev. A. F. Curry, followed
by the ordination of S. H. Lowe, George W. Coleman, A. H.
Greene, and Harris Peck to elder's 'orders. Preaching in the
Baptist church at five o'clock, by Rev. James Matthews, and in
the Presbyterian churchat the same hour, by Rey. G. W.
Humphrey.
Preaching in the evening by Rev. LeviWood.
A good day, crowned with the presence of the great God.
Moved, That the Secretaries be a committee to make out
the committees of examination on the course of study. Carried.
Rev. A. A. Phelps was elected corresponding editor of the
prospective Free Methodist paper.
Moved and carried, That we appoint a committee of three
to consider the subject of organizing a" Conference Missionary




at our next annual Conference. A. A. Phelps, James Matthews
and L. F. Halstead were so appointed.
Moved, That we cordially co-operate with the American
Bible Society in its work of spreading the Scriptures, by taking
collections for the cause on all our charges, and reporting the
same to the ensuing annual Conferences. Carried.
Moved, Thatas preachers we make an -effort during the com­
ing year to liquidate the debt on the Lockport church. Carried.
Moved and carried, That we fix the time for collections as
follows:
Missionary collection, some time previous to Jan. 1st, 1868;
American Bible Society, first Sabbath in April, 1868; Super­
annuated, first Sabbath in September, 1868.
Moved, That a vote of thanks be given the good fr-iends in
Perry for their kindness in entertaining this Conference. Car­
ried by a rising vote.
A good spirit prevailed throughout the session; the preach­
ers were closely examined as to their soundness in doctrine as
well as blamelessness in life; and seemed determined to apply
themselves to the work of' soul-saving with greater earnestness.
On Monday the appointments were read out, the doxology sung,
and the Conference was closed with prayerby Rev. Asa Abell.
COMMITTEES OF EXAMINATION FOR NEXT
YEAR.
ON THE COURSE OF STuDy.-Prliminary Course-J. W.
Reddy, Wm. Manning.
First Year-So H. Lowe, G. W. Coleman, G. W. Humphrey.
Second Year-A. A. Phelps, F. J. Ewell,.Wm. Jackson.
Third Year-C. D. Brooks, A. F. Curry, James Mathews.






THE FREE METHODIST CHURCH,




T. S. LA DUE, Sec'y. B, HACKNEY, Asst. Sec'y.
COMMITTEES,
On Public Worship-B. T. Roberts, E. P. Hart, E. A.
Kimball.
On Tracts-C. H. Underwood, F. Tritle.
On Bihle Gause-N. D. Fanning, W. Stannard,
On .Mis8ions-.:C. H. Lovejoy, G. a. Fo.x, B. Hackney.
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On Sunday Sclwols-M. L. Hart, J. W. Duke, C. H. lJnder­
wood.
On the State of the Work-J. Travis, T. S. La Due, N. D.
Fanning, C. Stowe, W. Stannard.
On the State of the Oountry-J. G. Terrill, Joseph Catterlin,
N. D. Fanning.
On Temperance-S. Roberts, E. A. Kimball, B. F. Doughty.
On Education-N. D. Fanning, Wm. Anderson, T. S. La
Due, B. Hackney, F. Tritle.
On Ministerial Relations-J. G. Terrill, C. H. Lovejoy, G.
H. Fox, M. L. Hart, "V. A..Nobles, B. Hackney, C. H. Under­
wood.
On Secret Societies-No D. Fanning, E. P. Hart, J. Travis,
Joseph Catterline, C. Stowe, S. Roberts.
On Periodicals-B. Hackney, J. Buss, C. H. Underwood.
COMMITTEES OF EXAMINATION FOR NEXT YEAR.
1. On Preparatory Oourse-S. Roberts, C. W. Frink.
1st year-Me V. Clute, J. W. Dake.
2d year-N. D. Fanning, J. G. Terrill.
3d year-To S. La Due, C. H. Lovejoy.
4th year-J. Travis, C. H. Underwood.
DISCIPLINARY QUESTIONS�
1. What are the names of the preachers and delegates having
a seat in this conference 1
Preachers-Me V. Clute, J. W. Dake, G. H. Fox, N. D.
Fanning, T. S. La Due, C. H. Lovejoy, J. McCreery, J. Mead,
D. M. Rose, J. Travis, J.- G. Terrill, C. H� Underwood,
Delegates-B. Hackney, Justin Ward, J. Simmons, J. W.
Lewis, E. A. Kimball, J. P. Corron, ]\L L. Hart, C. L. Stowe,
F. Tritle, 'V. Stannard, W. A. Nobles, J. McDuffy, T. Jack­
son, Peter Lynch, H. Houghton, J. Catterlin, L. A. Mease, B.
H' l:hflrlton_
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2. Who are the stationing committee 1
B. T. Roberts, G. H. Fox, C. H. Lovejoy, J. Travis, N. D.
Fanning, B. Hackney, W. Stannard, W. A. Nobles, E. A.
Kimball.
3. What preachers are admitted on trial 1
W. A.. Nobles, W. F. Manly, L. Baily, J. W. Cain, Wm.
Neal, Peter Lynch.
4. Who remain on trial I
C. W. Frink, W. W. Kelly, S. Roberts, B. F. Doughty,
Wm. Anderson.
5. Who are admitted into full connection 1
J. C. Washburn, Wm. Austin, W. B. Tracy, J. P. Shattuck.
7. Who have been elected and ordained elders this year 1
W. Austin, M. V. Clute, D. M. Rose.
S. Who have located this year 1
J. McCreery at his own request.
9. Who are the superannuated preachers 1
J. Mead.
10. Who have been expelled from the connection this year 1
None.
12. Are all the preachers blameless in life, &c.
Their names were called and their characters examined.
13. Who have died this year 1
None.
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Aurora. and Rockville, 112 11 123
St Charles, Geneva, Ohlcago, Whea- Iton and Junction, 113 8 121Lodi and Newfield, .••.••...• 0 ••• 0 •
Ogle and Amboy, 0 0 •• •• • • ••• 59 12 7I I 2Sheffield and Galva,. • • •• • • •• • • .. .. 90 17 107 3
Elgin,. . . ... . . . . . • . •• . • • . . • • • • • • ..
341'
34
Clintonville,. . . • . . . . . • • . • • • .• . • . •. 26 3 29
Marengo and Union,. . . . • . . . • . .. . .. 79 1 80 2
Belvidere, Bonus and Garden Prairie, 62 1 63 2
Winnebago, Freeport and Rockford, 92'10 102 1
Crystal Lake and Woodstock,.. . . ... 74 20 94 2
Beaver Dam,; . . •.• . • •• • • •• • •• .•. 64 12 76 2
Sugar Creek, ;............ 30 I 5 35 2
Cannon Falls,..................... 141 14Redfield Chapel: St, Louis & Kansas, 0 10
Tipton, . • • • • . • • • • • • . • • • • • . • • • .. 30 27 57
Lebanon, ' 0 0 0 •• 51 18 69
Cairo, ,0........... 3 4 7
1st Colored F. M. C., St. Louis, 10040140
Manlius, ' 42 9 51
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Sheffield and Manlius, C. W. FRINK, JESSE CAIN.
Galva and Kewanee, J. W. DAKE.
Elgin, Clintonville and Marengo, N. D. FANNING, J. W. Buss.
Crystal Lake, M. V. CLUTE.
Belvidere, Garden Prairie, Bonus and Poyers, L. BAILY.
Winnebago, Ridott and North Grove, J. G. TERRILL.
Freeport Circuit, C. H. UNDERWOOD.
Pecatonica Mission, D. M. ROSE.
WISCONSIN DISTRICT-G. H. Fox, Chairman.
Beaver Dam and Berlin, To BE SUPPLIED.
Omro and Bloomingdale, W. A. NOBLES'.
La Crosse Valley, To BIll SUPPLIED.
Whitewater and La Grange, B. F. DOUGHTY.
Hudson and Cannon Falls, T. S_ LA DUI�.
Northern Iowa, W. B. TRACY.
Sparta, Wis., J. B. SHATTUCK.
MISSOURI AND KANSAS DISTRICT-:J. H. LOVEJOY, Chairman.
St. Louis, Lebanon and Alma, W. H. NEAL.
1st. F. M. C. Colored, of St. Louis, W. AUSTIN, PETER LYNCH.
Tipton and Versailles, J. C. WASHBURN.
Lawrence and Kansas, C. H. LOVEJOY.
Southern Illinois, : To BE SUPPLIED.
18. Where and when shall our next Conference be held 1
At Galva, Henry Co., Ill., on the third Wednesday of Sep­
tember, 1868.
MISCELLANEOUS.
Rev. E. P. Hart, of Michigan Conference, Rev. William
Cooley, of Susquehanna Conference, President Blanchard, Con­
gregational, of Wheaton College, were admitted to honorary
seats.
President Blanchardmade some interesting and most fraternal
remarks. He tendered free tuition in Wheaton College to the
sons of Free Methodist preachers, and to young ministers
among us who might desire to avail themselves of such an
opportunity.
Rev. P. Chalmers, presiding elder among the Swede Metho­
dists, was admitted to an honorary seat.
The Chairman gave the following decision :-"That in judicial
cases, a vote by which a decision is rendered cannot, when duly
and formerly taken and announced. be reconsidered."
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Voted that it be inserted in the minutes in connection with
the case of E. G. Ribble; that he is allowed to withdraw from
this Conference under charges of immoral conduct.
The following were elected the Executive Committe, N. D.
Fanning, preacher, B. Hackney, delegate. B. Hackney was
elected missionary treasurer, and N. D. Fanning, secretary.
Voted that $300.00, missionary money, be appropriated to
the Tipton and Versailles mission.
The following committee was appointed to audit the account
of C. H. Underwood with the Redfield chapel ofSt. Louis, Mo.,
J. Travis, O. P. Rogers, M. L. Hart.
The second Sabbath of January was fixed for the time for
the Tract collection, and the second Sabbath ofAugust for the
superannuated monies.
N. D. Fanning was appointed educational agent.
Voted that each preacher of this Conference raise at least $10 on
his circuit as early as possible towards building a church on Tip­
ton mission, Mo., to be forwarded to the missionary treasurer.
Classes for examination are to meet the day before Conference
opens. The Chairman to appoint the examining committees.
Voted that we tender our heartfelt .thanks to the citizens of
Elgin for their hospitality to the members of this Conference.
Voted that an abstract of our conference proceedings be
published in the Elgin Gazette, Aurora Herald, Chicago Repub­
lican and Berlin Courant.
J. Travis was appointed fraternal delegate to the next
Wesleyan Methodist annual Conference.
Whereas, During the past year some of our appointments
have suffered from the lack of ministerial help, and some of
our appointments contrary to our discipline and the spint of
our mission, are virtually stations and not circuits. Therefore
Resolved, 1. That we are unwilling to grant privileges to
some that we cannot grant to all, and
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2. That the stationing committee are requested to make our
appointments to the spirit and letter of our discipline as far as
possible.
I-ON THE STATE 0F THE COUNTRY.
Your committee beg leave to report as follows:
As Christian men and patriots we can but feel deeply Interested in the
affairs of our government. The Dumber of preachers in this conference
that have seen active service in our late conflict, some of whom are
maimed for life, and others, bravely fallen, identify us as a Conference
with that conflict, and it is with pain we see the results of it thrown away
by the policy of the President; and we hope that Congress as a body will
stand by those men among them that care more for principles of righteous­
ness than matters of policy, and if they cannot say who shall exercise the
right of suffrage in the different States, they will at least forbid and
prevent all class legislation relating thereto. And in our humble judgment
the best and only means to settle the troubles of our country is to place
the control of the government in the hands of loyal men,North and South.
II-ON SECRET SOCIETIES.
Owing to the increasing influence of secret societies and the unjustifiable
complicity of ministers of the gospel with the same, and believing our
position as a church to be in accordance with the word of God in its
application to such unhallowed alliances, viz: "come out from among
them," &c., also consistent with the genius of our Republican institutions,
Therefore as a Conference we are settled in the sustaining our disciplinary
provisions thereon. And furthermore, believing secret society influence
to be a subtle and insidious foe to spirituality, by its substitution of a
Christless religion, a system of semi-biblical rites, and a specious charity
for the regenerating power of the gospel, we will in all proper ways and
by all proper means oppose its blasphemous pretensions, its arrogant
assumptions, and its silent influence. And while we look with pity upon
those members of the visible church and ministers of the gospel who
affiliate with the same, we regard with righteous indignation, particularly
such who actively urge its pretended claims and defend its influence and
tendencies, and though as a Conference we do not think it wise to adopt
any organized movement in special reference to this iniquity, still we
think that a concerted action of the various churches of Christ in opposing
this evil is desirable, and understanding that such concerted action is to
be inaugurated by a convention of Christians in the city of Aurora, Ill.,
on the third Wednesday of October, 1867, with the purpose of securing a
national convention of Christians who are opposed to this evil, Therefore,
as a Conference we give our warmest sympathy and recommend our people.
to active co-operation with the same.
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III-ON TEMPERANCE.
Whereas, The evils of intemperance are of such fearful magnitude,
carrying in their train the temporal and spiritual interests of vast multi­
tudes of our fellow beings, And whereas, we have reason to fear that this
terrible crime against God and humanity is on the increase among us, and
sanctioned as it is by legal enactments, and the practice of many professors
of religion, Therefore,
Resolved, 1. That we will, on all occasions, bear faithful testimony
against this monstrous wickedness in our land, and enforce that rule in
our excellent Discipline touching this. subject.
2. That except in cases of sickness we regard the making or using
of domestic wines, by members of our church, as derogatory to Christian
character and a violation of our discipline.
3. That we regard the growing and selling of those kinds of grain and
plants which receive their market value from the liquor traffic, to be
morally wrong and contrary of the spirit of Jesus.
4. That while we are opposed in principle to all secret orgauizations
for the advancement of any cause however good, yet we will dili­
gently employ all means not inconsistent with Christianity for securing
the blessings of temperance: and that we will cast our votes and influence
in favor of a stringent prohibitory law.
IV-ON" THE STATE OF THE WORK.
Your committee would unmistakably endorse the position the Conference
assumed by the unanimous vote given last year to the report on the state
of the work then adopted. We reaffirm the principles therein involved,
and the experience of the past year teaches us that our God approves the
course adopted, for peace to us as a people has been in a good measure reo
stored,confidence has returned, and gospel purity has been re-established in
societies where it had long been a stranger. We regret the laxity on the
part of some in permitting erratic and irresponsible persons intermixing
in our worship in a public (and in other cases) and unbecoming manner,
especially those means of grace which belong exclusively to our members.
We would that all that are with us were of us. We feel the necessity of
enforcing Methodistic usages and Free Methodist Discipline, regarding as
we do, indefiniteness in position and incertitude in action as detrimental
to the work of God. We report our general unity in views and action
to be more perfect than at any previous point in our denominational his­
tory, involving a singleness of eye to the glory of God in the conversion
of souls, and a coming up to that work. On some of our charges the Lord
has been pleased to abundantly pour out his Spirit, many souls have been
saved, especially on onr frontiers. And while we deeply regret the fall
of some, and lethargy of others, still God has worked and is working
among us. Believing the Bible truth, viz: "that the church is the body
of Christ," we feel our obligation to maintain its collective purity as far as
in us lieth, and as weare members in particular, the necessity of individual
purity, particularly so, as unless we secure the confidence of sinners by a
holy life we cannot expect to do them good. We never felt more deeply
than now the necessity of the Holy Spirit's presence among us, and
pledge ourselves to more earnestly wrestle with God for such baptism.
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V-ON PERIODICALS.
In our humble judgment a weekly paper can and ought to be published.
Our people earnestly desire it should be done, and the only bar to such
au enterprise is proper action on the part of those who ought to move in
that direction. We approve of the plan last proposed by the regularly
constituted agent, Levi Wood, with the exception of that portion of it
which contemplatesmaking it an individnal enterprise. Our members and
many friends of the work have expressed a willingness to support it on
the plan proposed, provided that when in operation it is to be turned over
to the several Conferences to be their property, for their management
and control. Upon this plan the work can be easily accomplished.
Resolved, That a special committee be appointed by this Conference to
encourage a prosecution of the enterprise, and request that in lieu of
making it in any sense an individul matter, a plan be proposed which con­
templates making it Oonference property. Upon this plan we pledge our
hearty co-operation.
VI-ON SABBATH SCHOOLS.
The Sabbath school is one of the most efficient auxiliaries of the church
of God, and must from the nature of things exercise a controlling influence
upon her destiny. To be insensible to this is to occupy an unenviable
place in the church; to be indifferent to it is to be criminal in the sight
of God. The welfare of our children, the interest of the church, the
plainest precepts and commands of God, demand our co-operation in the
Sabbath school work, and should awaken increased zeal and activity upon
the part of all in that direction. The motives for proper and earnest
effort in this work are all the more augmented when we consider the evils
to be overcome thereby. The young, even the children all over the land,
are victimized by influences of a counter religious tendency. Literature
baptized in the name of Christianity, but of a decidedly irreligious charac­
ter meets with welcome and circulates rapidly. All forms and variety of
amusements are baptized into the same order, and from beneath the
ramparts of ecclesiastical sanction demand the encouragement and patron­
age of the church. These and other circumstances of like character give
abundant occasion for alarm. Seven days in a week and fifty-two weeks
in each year these influences are, like a great moral pestilence, sweeping
over the land, leaving blight and ruin on our offspring and destroying the
church of God. As a remedy, next to parental influence and control, the
Sabbath school is our only means of defense. Let us give it our influence,
time and means that the cause of God be not hindered and that the young
may be rescued from the destroyer's power. To reach this end we
earnestly recommend
1. Increase d diligence and zeal in the work.
2. The abundant circulation of proper religious literature among the
scholars.
3. The discontinuance of all anti-ehriatian modes and performances in
carrying on the work, and that we earnestly pray that God would enable
us to labor from proper motives and in a Christian spirit.
4. To recognize the Sabbath School convention and send delegates
whenever practicable.
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o. To see that our children are never absent from the Sabbath School
without a satisfactory excuse, and to urge upon all ourmembers to do the
same.
VII-ON MISSIONS.
Your committee on missions would submit the following report:
The Free Methodist Church is properly a missionary church, and as
such it is not only her duty to support and take care of societies already
organized, but to labor to create new societies and extend their work into
"regions beyond." Our missionary work is greatly enlarging-pressing
calls come up from every quarter, "come over and help us." To answer
these calls money is needed, greatly needed. For the want ofmeans the
brethren on the missionary work proper, have been greatly embarrassed
and crippled in their work. From what we have been able to learn, the
contributions to the missionary work for the past year have not been
what they ought and miflht have been if all parties concerned had done
their duty. Last year, we passed resolutions that looked well on paper,
and that was the end of them, or nearly so, and now we propose, not res­
olutions, but aetion. Let each preacher in his own heart resolve that he
will do his whole duty in making an effort to raise missionary funds on his
charge; not less than fifty cents for a member, and we recommend a col­
lection on the second Sabbath in October.
VIII-ON TRACTS.
We regard the circulation of proper religious tracts as an effectual
method of spreading the work of God, and placing the particular
features of our work distinctly before the people. The periodicals of
the country are not only closed against us, but in many instances have
been open to our enemies, and on this account the grossest and most
slanderous misrepresentations have been heralded in advance all
through the country. The tract is an effectual and satisfactory reply
when circulated in proper abundance. We recommend those on our
catalogue as every way suitable, especially those which refer to the
principles and doctrines upon which we make an issue. Several new
tracts have appeared in the last year. The one on Holiness ought to
be freely circulated, but in addition to these we suggest that those
recommended by the committee of last conference be speedily struck
off and put into circulation. We will urge upon all our people the
duty of giving them a free circulation.
IX-ON THE BIBLE CAUSE.
Whereas, We believe the present authorized version of the Holy
Scriptures to be the pure word of God,' of infallible inspiration and
absolute authority as a rule of faith and practice. and
Whereas, We believe it to contain a revelation of God's p1an of
redeeming man from personal bondage to sin and death to be found no
where else in all the world, a supernatural utterance of supernatural
truths, and
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Whereas, We believe, in opposition to German rationalism, which
would enthrone reason, on the one hand, and to modern spiritualism
which would sacrifice to devils on the other, that man is shut up to
faith in Jesus Christ as his only hope of future bliss, and that the dis­
semination of Gospel truths brought to light by the word of God is the
chosen means for the evangelization of the world, Therefore,
Resolved, That we will labor with increased earnestness to secure
the means for the spread of the knowledge of the only true God and
Jesus Christ whom He hath sent, which is eternal life, by the circula­
tion of the Scriptures without note or comment among men. And
Whereas, We have observed with gratitude to God the extended
usefulness of the A. B. S. in the translation of the word into so many
different languages and in the means so successfully employed by them
for carrying its glad tidings of light and joy into the distant regions
where darkness and the shadow of death abide-into those remote
habitations where gloomy superstition, the offspring of ignorance of
the word of God, reigns with undisputed sway. And
Whereas, The truly laudable and missionary object of .filling these
United States with copies of the Scriptures, is sought to be accomplished
by that society at the present juncture and crisis of our several social
political and religious affairs, and thus to prepare the way of the Lord,
Therefore,
Besotced. That we co-operate with them in their great work, by
placing in their hands, subject to their disposal, the means which from
time to time may come into our possession either by collection, sub­
scription or individual donation or bequest, requesting the credit to
appear to the 1!'. M. Church in the monthly record of that society.
Resolved, That the collection for that end shall be taken at all our
appointments on the second Sabbath of April, 1868.
X-ON EDUCATION.
ResoZved, 1. That we recommendWheatonCollege to our people as an
institution worthy their patronage in both its collegiate and academic
departments.
2. That we re-adopt the report on education of last year.
XI-ON PUBLISHING THE MINUTES.
We, your Committe, recommend that the Minutes be published, as
heretofore, in connection with those of the eastern Conferences, and that
a subscription be immediatley taken for the purpose.
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Post Ofllce Address ofPreachers.
N. D. Fanning, Elgin, Illinois,
J. Buss,
S. Roberts, Aurora, "
W. F. Manly,
,Yo Anderson, St. Charles,
J. E. Whiting, "
W. W. Kelly, Ogle,
W. Frink, Sheffield,
J. Cain,
J. W. Dake, Galva, "
M. V. Clute, Crystal Lake,
L. Baily, Belvidere, "
J. G. Terrill, Winnebago,
C. H. Underwood, Freeport,
D. M. Rose, Pecatonica,
W. A. Nobles, Berlin, Wis.
B. F. Doughty, La Grange,
T. S. La Due, Hudson,
W. B. Tracy,
W. H. Neal, Lebanon, Illinois.
Wm. Austin, St. Louis, Mo.
Peter Lynch,
J. C. Washburn, Tipton, ,.
C. H. Lovejoy, Baldwin, Kansas,
J. P. Shattuck, Sparta, Wis.
J. Mead, Aurora, Illinois.








D. M. SINCLAIR, Sec. W. GOULD, Asst. Sec.
COMMITTEES.
P.ublic Worship.-M. N. Downing,W. GO'llJd,J. S. Whitney.
Sta,tistics.-D. M. Sinclair, W. Gould.
Ministerial Relations»-«W. J. Selby, M. N. Downing, L.
Woodruff, S. Beckwith.
Edu·cation.-D. W. Thurston, D. M. Sinclair, W. J. Selby,
J. Ruger, B. Beach.
Sabbath Schools.-M. D. McDougal, S. Nichols, D. C. Wood.
Te'"!:Perance.-Z. Osborne,W. Gould, J. Glen.
Bible Oause.-J. B. Freeland, J. B. Stacey, J. Smith.
State of the Oountry.-B. T. Roberts, D. W. Thurston, W.
J. Selby.
Funds for Publishing Minutes.-M. N. Downing.
:PISCIPLINARY QUESTIONS.
1. What are the names of preachers and delegates having a
seat in this Conference 1
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.Ans. Preachers-W.Cooley, J. Olney, D.W. Thurston,W. J.
Selby, D. Y. Sinclair, M. N. Downing, W. Gould,.W. Smith, M.
D. MacDougal, J .Odell, Z. Osborne, J. B. Stacey, A. B. Burdick,
W. M. Parry, S. H. Bronson, N. Atkins, D. A. Carglll, N. E.
Williams, B. Winget, J. W, Sawyer, J. B. Freeland.
Laymen.-S. Beckwith, D. C. Wood, Nathan Walker, J.
Jones, J. Glen, S. Nichols, B. Beach, H. Currey, W. F. Geer,
J. Smith, L. Woodruft, J� S. Whitney, H. Fish, E. Kilburn,
W. Swingle, J. Ruger.
2. Ques. Who are the stationing Committee 1
B. T. Roberts, D. W. Thurston, W. Gould, W. J. Selby, S.
Beckwith, J. Smith, L. Woodruff.
3. Ques. What preachers are admitted on trial 1
John Glen, Thomas Whiffin, George Edwards, David
Dempsy, Samuel Graham, Richard Poulter.
4. Ques. Who remain on trial 1
D. Cargill, J. W. Sawyer, S. H. Bronson, N. E. Williams�
5. Ques. Who are admitted into full connection 1
W. M. Parry, N. Atkins, B. Winget.
6. Ques. Who have been elected and ordained Deacons this
year 1
Benjamin Winget, John W. Sawyer, John Glen,Stephen A.
Cronk.
7. Ques. Who have been elected to Elder's orders this yead
Norman Atkins, John B. Stacey, John Glen.
S. Ques Who have located this yead
Welcome Smith, A. B. Burdick.
9. Ques. Who are the superannuated preachers 1
There are none.
10. Ques. Who have been expelled 1 None.
11. Ques. Who have withdrawn 1 None.
12. Ques. Are all the preachers blameless in life, &c. Yes.
13. QU6S. Who have died this year I None.
14. Ques. What is the number of church members, &c.1
See statistics.
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15-16. Quest. No answer,
n. Q'lJe3. Where arc the preachers stationed this year 1






D. M. SINCLAIR, T. WlIIFFIN.
To BE SUPPLIED.
To BE SUPPLIED.
UTICA DISTRICT-W.J. SELBY, Chairman.
Utioa,
Brook�eld and.Edmeston,
Rome, Lowell and New-London,
Nelson and Otselic,
Syracuse,







WAYNE DISTRICT-N. ATKINS, Chairman.
Clyde, Rose and Sodus, :M. D. MAODoUGAL, S. GRAHAM.
N. A1'bDlS.Owasco,















LEHIGH VALLEY DISTRICT-M. N. D3WNING, Ohairman.
White Haven, Catasauqua and Allentown, M. N. DOWNING, J. B. STAOY.
Glenwood, Uniondale and Canaan, S. H. BRONSO.:-l, ONE TO DE SUPPLIED.
Liberty, D. DEMPSEY:
Bethel Mission, D. '\"1. 'rIIURSTON.
WM. COOLEY supplies Beaver Dam, Wis.
] 8. Quee, Where and when shall our next Conference be
held 1




Rev. E. Bowen, D. D., andW. H. Frazier, were admitted to
honorary seats.
J. B. Freeland was received by transfer from the Genesee
Conference.
Twenty-five dollars were collected for the purpose of publish­
ing the Conference Minutes.
The credentials of Richard Poulter, as an Elder in the
Primitive Methodist Church, were recognized.
John Glen was elected to Deacon's and Elder's orders, in
reference to his work as a missionary to the Freedmen.
N. E. Williams was left without an appointment, and his
case referred to the Chairman of the Lehigh Valley Distriot.
W. Southworth and S. A. Cronk, were recommended to be
employed under the Chairman.
RESOLUTIONS.
1. Resolved, That all the resolutions offered for the action of this Con­
ference be presented in writing by the mover of said resolutions.
2. Resolved, To publish the Minutes of this Conference in connection
with those of the other Conferences.
3. Resolved, That the question of changing the time of the sessions of
our Conference from fall till spring be laid over for one year.
4. Resolved, To divide this Conference into smaller distrlcts.
5. Resolved, That the Chairmen of districts be nominated by the station­
ing committee.
6. Resolved, That a copy of the Report of the Committee on the Stat� of
the Country be sent for publication to the Northern Independent, State
League, Binghamton Daily Republican and Binghamton Standard.
�. Resolved, Topay $50 of the money collected for missions toW. Cooley,
and the balance left in the hands of the Treasurer.
8. Resolved, That the preachers in charge be required to take up t\
missionary collection on each circuit during the coming year.
9. Resolved, That the committees on the course of study be appointed
by the Superintendent and Secretaries of the Conference.
11. Besoioed, That all candidates for examinations on the course of
study be present on the day before the next session of the Conference
at 9 a. m., and that the examination of those who are not present at
the appointed time, shall be postponed for one year, unless their attend­
ance shall be prevented by good and sufficient causes.
ON TOBACCO USING.
Resolved, That we regard the use of tobaceofor chewing, snuffing or
smoking, (except tDl�en employed 8trictly a8 a medicine) as a violation of
that general rule of our discipline, which forbids "the doing what
we know is not for the glory of God," and especially of that application
of the said rule which forbids softness and needless self-indulgence.
13. Re8olved, That a vote of thanks-be given to the citizens of Bing­
hamton for their kindness in sustaining the Conference.
STANDING COMMITTEES.
1. On Missions-W. J. Selby, D. W. Thurston, D. M. Sin­
clair, M. N. Downing, W. Gould, L. Woodruff, S. Beckwith,
W. F. Geer, J. S. Whitney, J. Jones.
2. On Education-D. W. Thurston,1\[. N. Downing, W. J.
Selby, Z. Osborne, L. Woodruff, W. F. Geer, J. Beckwith.
3. Ezecutive Oommittee-D. W. Thurston, L. Woodruff
4. On Ezamination of Studies.
Preliminary Course-J. B. Freeland, Z. Osborne.
1st year's course-D. Y. Sinclair, W. Gould.
2d " -D. W. Thurston, W. M. Parry.
3d " -�. N. Downing, Y. D. MacDougal,
4th " -We J. Selby, J'. B. Stacy.
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We learn with gratitude to God that the deslres of our people for an
institution of learning are about· to be-realized. Ten thousand dollars
have been pledged for this enterprise. A few thousand more are
needed. Therefore,
ResoVved, 1, That wewill present this project in some form to all our
Societies, and solicit their prayers and contributions for its success.
Resol1)ed, 2. That this Conference appoint a standing committee on
Education consisting of four preachers, and three laymen, and that they
have power to nominate trustees for the school proposed to be estab­
lished.
II-ON THE STATE OF THE COUNTRY.
As a Denomination we gave our hearty and unanimous support to
our country in the perils through which it recently passed. Many of
our membersand some of our preachers freely pefiled their lives in
defence of the Union. Disloyalty among us was utterly unknown. As
Christian Citizens we can but take a deep interest in those political
movements which affect the welfare of the people at large. Therefore,
ResoVved, 1. That we will give our cordial support to our National
Congress, in its efforts to reconstruct the Governments.of the Southern
States upon the principles of justice, loyalty and equality.
Resolved,2. That the Republican party of the State of NewYork, by
adopting in its recent State Convention a resolution supporting the
horrible traffic in strong drink, a traffic that furnishes ourState prisons
and poor houseswith a large proportion of their inmates, and, another
resolution favoring themaking of the Sabbath by law, a day of "public
or private recreations or pastimes," has utterly forfeited the confidence
which the lovers of temperance, morality and religion have hitherto
given to that party, and which has constituted one main element of its
strength. .
ResoVved, 3. That in the shameless manner in which the last Legisla­
ture of this State suffered itself to be bribed by the Central Rail Road
to betray the interests of the people of the State; in the venality of the
political press generally; and in the extravagance and corruption with
which the affairs of both our State and National governments are
administered ;-wesee the necessity of a new party, having for its motto
thorough political reform, upon the acknowledged principles of mor­
ality, in all departments of the government.
III-ON TEMPERANCE.
Intemperance with itsdestroying effects is sweeping, like a pestilence,
over these lands. Thousands of human beings are annually consigned
to drunkards' graves. Ourjails, prisons and workhouses are filled by
2*
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this wicked system. Poverty, theft, profanity licentiousness, Sabbath
breaking and murder are its legitimate fruit. Therefore,
Resolved, That weas a church will do all in our power for its extir­
pation, by preaching on the subject, by moral suasion, and by voting
for the same.
IV-ON BIBLE CAUSE.
As a people we are firm believers in the moral power of divine truth
as revealed in the Word of God, and deem it to be of the utmost
importance that a copy of the same be found in every family.
We recognize the American Bible Society as the most efficient
organization among us for the accomplishment of this desirable object.
Therefore,
Resolved, 1. That all our preachers be required to take a collection for
the Bible Cause in all of their congregations sometime during the pear.
Resolved, 2. That said collection be reported to tho annual Conference
and forwarded directly to the Bible Honse ill N. y.., to be acknowledged
ill the report-of the American Bible Society.
V-ON SABBATH SCHOOLS.
lVltc;'e(!,�, W0 believe the Sunday School to be an important aid, and
an effecti ve inst.igrment.ality in carrying on the work of God, and
Wl"'J'cus, We believe its ultimate object to be tho salvation of souls, and
117tCl'ea,q, We believe that social festivals are vitiating to and subversive
of spirit.unlitv, Therefore
Resolved, That we recommend to the ministers and members of our
churches and congreg-ations an increase in, and labor for, the promotion
of Sabbath Schools, by
1. Pl'l'arhinv, once a quarter specially to the children of our churches
and conm-ecations, accompanied with appropriate efforts for their imme­
diate salvation.
2. That deeply devoted officers and teachers be selected always when
practicable.
3. That we discard pic-nics, festivals, &c., and will utterly abstain from
tlll'lJ.l as a means of promoting the interests of the Sabbath School.








�1. Tl . .Jld)oll�al,
• f. Ycll'll)
Beaver Dam, Wis.
Bushnell's Basin, Monroe Co., N. Y.
Syracuse, N. Y.
Saratoga Springs, N. Y.
Catasauqua, Lehigh Co., Pa.
·,\Yindsor, Broome Co., N. Y.
nose'Valley, ,rayne Co., N. Y .
Nclson l-'lat;;, Madison Co., N. Y.
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Z. Osborne, Utica, Oneida Co., N. Y.
J. R. Stacy. Whitehaven, Luzerne Co., Pa..
W. M. Parry, Gibson, Steuben ce., N.-Y.
S. H. Bronson, Uniondale, Susquehanna Co., Pa.
N. Atkins. Owasco, Cayuga Co., N. Y.
n A On.I'.0"i1I Rome, Oneida Co., N. Y.
N. E. Williams, South Canaan, Luzerne Co., Pe,
D Win�et.. McGrawville, Cortland Co., N. Y.
J. W Sa..w.1.rel'. Lindley town, Steuben Co., N. Y.
J. B. Freeland. Binghamton, Broome Co., N. Y.
Thomas Whiffin. Saratoga Springs, N. Y.
Geor,ge. Edwards, Bainbridge, Chenango Co., N. Y.
David Dempsey, Liberty, Sullivan Co., N. Y.
Samuel Graham)' ROM Valley, Wayne Co., N. Y .
.Richard £oul.t.eJ:� Seneca Falls, Seneca Co., N. Y.


























Binghamton, Broome Co., N. Y.
Campville,
Union,
Susquehanna Depot, Susquehanna Co., N. Y.
Walton, Delaware Co., N. Y.
Catasauqua, Lehigh Co., Pa,
Brookfield, Madison Co., N. Y.
Barnerville, Schoharie oc., N. Y.
Rose, Wayne Co., N. Y.
"
Rome, Oneida Co., N. Y.
Utica, N. Y.
Erieville, Madison Co., N. Y.
Plymouth, Chenango Co., N. Y.
Nelson, Madison Co., N. Y.
Saratoga Springs, N. Y.
Corning, Steuben Co., N. Y.
"
No. 209 West 20th St., New York.
Brookfield, Madison Co., N. Y.
Garrettsville, Otsego Co., N. Y.
South Edmeston, Otsego Co., N. Y.





This session of the Michigan Annual Conference of the Free
Methodist Church was held in connection with a Camp Meeting
near Coldwater, Branch County, Michigan, commencing at 9
o'clock, A. M., Aug. 23, 1867.
The General Superintendent being absent the first of the
session Rev. E. P. Hart was elected President pro tem.
Conference was opened by singing, reading the Scriptures,
and prayer by the President.
C. S. Gitchell, was elected Secretary.
The credentials of lay delegates were presented.
The several Committees were appointed.
COMMITTEES.
On State of the Work-E. P. Hart, C. S. Gitchell.
On Missions-P. J. Latshaw, C. S. Gitchell.
On Sabbath Schools-L. T. Frink, John Plues.
On Publications-H. L. Jones, C. S. Gitchell.
On Publishing the Minutes�1'he Secretary.
On raising Funds for Publishing JIinutes-\V. D. Bishop,
C. S. Gitchell.
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ON EXAMINATION FOR THIS YEAn.
Preliminary COltrSe-L. T. Frink, J. Ellison.
1st year's course-H. L. J'ones, C. S. Gitchell.
2d " -E. P. Hart, C. S. Gitchell.
3d " -E. P. Hart, H. Ehrhart.
4th " -E. P. Hart, H. Ehrhart.
DISCIPLINARY QUESTIONS.
1. What are the names of the Preachers and Delegates hav..
ing a seat in this Conference?
Preachers-E. P. Hart, H. L. Jones, J. Ellison, W. D.
Bishop, C. S. Gitchel1, L. '1'. Frink, H. Furgeson.
])elegate-s-.T. Plues, P. J. Latshaw, H. Shingler, H. Ash, H.
Ehrhart, N. Bates, G. Moyer.
2. Who are the Stationing Committee?
B. T. Roberts, E. P. Hart, John Plues.
3. What preachers are admitted on trial?
Abram V. Leonardson, G. H. Compton.
4. Who remain on trial ?
Howland Furgeson, Russel Wilcox.
5. Who are admitted into full connection? None.
6. Who have been elected and ordained Deacons this year 1
None.
7. Who have been elected and ordained Elders this year 1
W. D. Bishop, C. S. Gitchell.
8. Who have located this year? None.
9. Who are the superannuated or worn out preachers 1 None.
10. Who have been expelled 1 None.
11' ws., have withdrawn? None.
12. Are all the preachers blameless in life?
The characters of the preachers were duly examined and
passed.
13. Who have died this year? None.
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aisinville... 105 97 202 2 5100 $321
ambertville, 60 58 118 4 252
oldwater, •. 78 39 127 3 4 60 328 $1100
uron, .•••.• 65 22 87 1 1 40 263
ansom,. •.•. 28 9 37 4 1 65




indsor, 0 .. 20 '1 27 1 1 30 808
ublin, Ind .. 16 16 1
l72911 100- - -otal, ....... 404 249 663 12 18 230
15. Where are the preachers stationed this year'
MICHIGAN DISTRICT-E. P. HART, Chairman.
Raisinville Circuit, C. S. GITOHELL, ABRAM V. LEONARDSON.
Lambertville, L. T. FRINK.
Coldwater, W. D. BISHOP, ONE TO BE SUPPLIED.
Huron, J. ELLISON, G. H. COMPTON.
Ransom, HOLLOWAY SAWYER.
Forest, To BE SUPPLIED.
Petersburg, H. L. JONES.
Oak Ridge, H. FURGESON.
Isabella, R. WILOOX.
Pontiac, A. O. SQUIRE.
Windsor, O. To BE SUPPLIED.
Dublin, Ind. To BE SUPPLIED.
16. Where and when shall our nextConference be held!
At Raisinville, Monroe County, Michigan, on the second
Thursday of Sept., 1868�
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MISCELLANEOUS.
By motion the Chairman was authorized to devote his time
exclusively on the District.
By motion Holloway Sawyer, and A. C. Squires were rec­
ommended to the Chairman as worthy laborers.
By motion the Chairman was authorized to set the time for
taking up the various necessary collections on the different cir­
cuits.
By vote Rev. E. P. Hart, and J. Plues were elected as the
Executive Committee.
Resoloed, That each minister be required to report the number of pas­
toral visits made during the year, at the next Annual Conference, with
the passing of his character.
Resolved, That the Post Office address of all traveling and local preachers
be published in connection with the minutes of the other Conferences.
Bros. W. D. Bishop,· and C. S. Gitchell were elected to elders orders,
and ordained by Rev. B. T. Roberts, the President, on Monday, Aug. 26.
.
�tp.od!' .0£ @;.ommitttts.� .
I-ON STATE OF THE WORK.
Three and a half years evinces a work that numbers several hundred,
who during this time have been brought from the darkness of nature into
the Bpirituallight of the sons of God. Numerous calls from almost every
direction, urge us to plant our banners farther out on our frontier. And
as perfect peace and unity predominate throughout the several societies,
we can but expect a large ingathering from the coming year's hal-vest. It
can be easily perceived that our interest in the work is increasing, and
Qur Christian experience deepening, which bespeaks that God is with us
of a truth.. Our success we attribute largely to the unyielding strictness
to which we have adhered, and the unyielding integrity with which we
have sustained God's truth.
Realizing the presence of God continually with us in sanctifying power,
we hold to our motto "Holiness to the Lord;" believing that we were
thrust out to sustain this Bible standard of religion. Our position in con­
stantly supporting this great doctrine, and testifying to the cleansing blood �
Qf Christ, has been the most effectual medium by which the life and power
Qf godliness has been promoted. That we live this life and do honor to
God's cause, a disapprobation must be shown and a faithful testimony
given agfl.inst sin In a,�l its forms, 'fhis bein� our aim, with confidence we
3(3
can press on until the purposes of God are met, ourmission ended, and we
safely at rest enjoying the fruit of 0:11' labor.
II-ON .MISSIO:\S.
It would seem that the extent of our labors consisted in a few centers
from which, stretching out in every direction lies an abundant missionary
field. A. cry comes from the east and west, the north and the south for
men whose highest aim is the glory of God. As far as possible we should
meet the accruing demands, and as far as met we must sustain them.
Therefore,
Resolved, That we break no more gronnd than can be cared for by us
as a denomination no matter by whom the call be made.
Resolved, That we give pnrtioular attention to every class that is
formed, and sustain appointments at such clusses a� far �s possible; also
that the interest of Isabella Circuit be looked after, and necessary' steps
be taken for its future success,
Resolved, That we take IIp collections at the several appointments on
the various circuits for mlsslonary purpOS'lR, and press upon our members
to contribute largely for this heaven-bought enterprise; and may God
bless the means and save dying humanity.
III-O� SABBATH SOHOOLS.
Your Committee having carefully considered the subject of Sabbath
Schools are convinced that, as a church, there is a great want of inter-est,
as well as effort on this very important subject; believing it to he an import­
ant aid and an efficient instrumentality ill currying ou the work of God.
There is an imperative demand upou us, that the good seed of the word of
God be sown in the genial soil of as many youthful hearts as possible; for
the seed of evil will be in every unoccupied heart. As the twig is bent
so the tree will incline.
We recommend, That the preachers and official members come up to
the disciplinary requirements by using their personal influence in favor of
this important subject, Also, that our brethren be exhorted to renewed
energy in this wOl:k. Again,
That we discountenance the use of books of a fictitious character and
encourage the use of those that are true in matter of fact and doctrinal
truth. Also,
That the teachers enforce the truths and claims of the word to the con­
sciences of their pupils in the love of Jesus. L. T. Frink, Chairmen.
IV-ON PUBLICATIO:\S.
Your Committee beg leave to report the following: As the Earnest
'Christian is a Magazine of uncompromising deportment and is not only
making inroads through tho ranks of present schemes which are detri­
mental to a life of piety, but scattering those truths of holiness upon
which we fix our foundation, and also breathing a spirit calculated to
arouse the desire to a life of righteousness and true holiness. Therefore,
Resolved, That we continue its reception, and use every effort to
advance its circulation, and also follow its precepts.
We also report the necessity of a weekly paper. As the necessary
measures taken at the General Conference for a denominational paper were
not met, neither the anxious endeavors of Rev. Levi Wood, although both
measures were safe and good, but the first lacked a moneyed response,
the second, because of its not being strictly denominational; yet we
believe a. basis can be formed upon which a paper may be issued, denom­
inational, satisfactory and self-eupporting. Therefore,
Besoieed, That we, as a Conference, acquiesce in the publication of a
paper upon the plan of Rev. Levi Wood, with these exceptions. First,
that it be strictly denominational. Second, that all necessary business
be either under the jurisdiction of the Committe appointed by the General
Conference, and carried on under their intended designs or left in the
hands of the Executive Committee.
Resolved, That we as ministers of the Free Methodist Church interest
ourselves in securing as many subscribers as possible, both within the
pale of the church and our circle of friends and acquaintances.
The Committee on raislng fuuds to publish the minutes reported $14.90.
































Homer, Calhoun Co., Michigan.
Coldwater, Branch Co., "
Union City, Branch Co.,
Ransom Center, Hillsdale Co.,
l( ""
OS8,:0, Hillsdal� Co.,
Petersburg, Monroe Oo.,
